What’s Up DVG?
(parent and student newsletter)

DATES TO REMEMBER



















June 1 to 3—High
School Field Trip
(camping/
canoeing)
Swimming pool visits—throughout the
month
June 6—
Kindergarten Orientation
June 7: morning
sports day (K-Gr 6)
- lunch provided
June 7: lunch provided for all students, staff and
Sports Day volunteers
June 8—Fundraiser
for Fort McMurray
hosted by Gr. 6-8
starting at 6 p.m.
June 10: 10:30
School Final Recognition Ceremony—
parents and volunteers urged to come
June 10: 2:00 Grade
12 Graduation-all
community members invited.
June 10: 5:45 pm
Graduation Dinner,
all community
members invited

Dear DVG Community
This month’s newsletter is a blended
effort as Mrs. Magon has been absent,
as many of you know, for most of
May. I arrived at the school during the
Jr. REM for Gr 6-9 rural students.
There were about 80 or so extra people
in the school, and I only recognized
some of them from my time spent in
Ross River, Watson Lake and Haines
Junction. Once the dust settled, and the
visiting schools left, things became a
lot quieter at DVG and I was able to
circulate around the school and get to
know the staff and students.
I would like to thank everyone for a
very warm welcome. I have found
both students and adults charming,
friendly and helpful. The staff has
been picking up extra duties as needed
and are steady and reliable.
The number of activities that happen at
DVG are impressive. As well as the
day to day business of school, there
are always extra events and visitors.
We have been lucky to host Meshell
Melville (an Artist in the School artist)
for two days and have the rPay sponsored bike safety event. Field trips
were in abundance, including the successful Gr 3,4,5 camping trip to
Whitehorse. As well, we have had visitors from the Department of Education come to discuss blended learning
with the high school, not to mention
the Talent Show held for the Sheep
and Crane Festival!

With the last two weeks of school, we
are really picking up speed. There are
many special events coming up in
June. Mrs.Magon has now returned to
DVG and I am making my way home
to Haines Junction as some of you
read this. Thank you for the opportunity to meet many community
members and enjoy the school.


Ms Ruth Lawrence

Note From Mrs. Magon
I am writing this note as Ms.
Lawrence is on her way back to a
quieter life in the junction. I would
like to say how much her experience,
wisdom and leadership were appreciated by the staff and I these past 3
weeks while I was recovering from
surgery. It is exceptionally difficult to
parachute into a school at the end of
the year (a very chaotic time) as Acting Principal. Not only did she have
to quickly get up to speed and keep
everything running smoothly, but her
first day of work was in the middle of
one of the largest events (REM) this
school has seen in over a decade. Ms.
Lawrence worked with grace, dignity
and professionalism and I hope you
all agree that the school and our programs continued on hardly missing a
beat. My surgery was unplanned, but
I allowed myself a few extra days of
recovery, as I knew everyone was in
good hands with her here. Thanks
Ms. Lawrence!
- Angela Magon

The zip line has been purchased and is on its way. However, it may have to sit in
crates all summer while we search for an installer. We were quoted $10 000 to
install the zip line by one installer, which is a lot of money. We are looking to see
if we have other options before we pay this.

From the office……..


Parents, school staff, school council members, and students are
invited to provide feedback on the 2016/2017 School Growth Plan
posted to our school website. http://dvg.yukonschools.ca/schoolgrowth.html



DVG Staff members will shop over the summer for school supplies
for students who have been registered with the school by June
10th, 2016. Please note that our staff have done this willingly as
volunteers to ensure the right materials are bought. The money to
do this comes as a gift from the current government. However, parents are asked to purchase items of a more personal and individualized nature. These items include:
 School indoor only shoes (non-scuffing, suitable for use in the
gym)
 Outside clothing and shoes/boots (including cold weather gear,
which is required for all elementary students)
 Pencil cases, lunch boxes, daily snacks/meals

If there are any extra funds after purchasing school supplies, the
School Council will discuss what else to cover (ex. buying classroom
supplies or paying Student Fees)
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Del Van Gorder School invites all community members to help us celebrate the end of
the school year with the following public open events:
1. Final Recognition Assembly - This 45 minute ceremony recognizes and celebrates the
unique awesomeness of every child in the school, giving each child their moment in the
sun. Some student performances will be featured and a small number of major awards
will be given out. Friday June 10th at 10:30 in the school gym.
2. Graduation - Come help us honour the educational journey of our Graduation Class of
2016, Jeremiasz Pilch and Morgan Sawicki as they end one phase of their educational
journey and embark on new life paths. Friday, June 10 at 2
pm, DVG School gym. Please arrive a little early, as the boys
are trying to arrange for a grand entrance.
3. Graduation Dinner - the entire community is invited to come
share a celebratory meal, prepared by the grads, their families, friends and community members. With a minimum of
speeches, and a whole lot of good food, this event is sure to
be a good time. Jeremy and Morgan have been fundraising all
year to share this meal with their Faro friends and neighbours. DVG School gym, Friday
June 10 at 5:45 pm

$600 was raised through the donations the Grads took
in at the Talent Show during the Crane and Sheep
Festival and from the Gr 6-8 breakfast the following
day. Conversely, we are currently around $100 in the
hole for a venture to raise money from running a concession during the REM as we didn’t sell off all the
food. We would like to sell off this food next week during breaks. More information to come.
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The Junior High REM
Del Van Gorder School took up the challenge to host the Junior High REM (Rural Experiential
Module) in May. The idea was to allow rural school students in Grades 6-9 (but mostly in Grade
7&8) the opportunity to experience a rich variety of activities and try their skills. With many sessions to choose from, some students may also be inspired to follow a career track through one of
the workshops they wouldn’t normally have access to.
Students from Del Van Gorder spent two full days and evenings with students from Dawson, Old
Crow, Carmacks, Pelly Crossing, Mayo, Ross River, Watson Lake and Haines Junction. Favourite
workshops included Part of the Land, Part of the Water, Girl Power, art and outdoor activities.
Evening activities included a dance, movie, golf, and a version of the Amazing Race. Certainly, the
social interactions were likely the most successful part of REM. After the shy first day, students by
the second day had formed new friend groups and were becoming fast friends.
Liz Woods from the Department of Education with her team organized and facilitated REM.
Even with the influx of guest workshop leaders, the donations of time and expertise from Faro
helped make the REM a success. Thanks go to the volunteers in the kitchen (Julia Salo, Tina
Freake, Kara Went and Christine Ryan) and for the activities (Billy Gossen, Gary Jones, Kerry
Wagantall, Kristan Moore, Dean Holmes and Jerry Pilch). Also, thanks go to staff members Frank
de Jong, Rachel Rodnunsky, Steve Marsh, and Vicki Fitzpatrick who lead workshops and organized events. All DVG staff members made accommodations to adjust their schedules and teaching to ensure that both REM and regular classes went on smoothly. No doubt there will be more
REM opportunities around the territory in the future. Some pictures from the REM are given on
the following page.
Wolf Eberlein Memorial Playground
Mr. Pilch has completed the sign for the new playground commemorating Mr. Wolf Eberlein,
who will be remembered as a well-loved and active community member. This summer, more playground equipment will be installed for students and community members to enjoy.

Junior High REM
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