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Principal’s Blog
Dates to Remember
Feb 2: Gr 8-12 parent
teacher interviews (46:30)
Feb 2: find out more
about the DVG bus and
the route we’ve chosen—
see the Principal during
parent-teacher interview
Feb 3: Archery lessons
begin Gr 1-12 PE classes
Feb 8: hundreds day!
(celebrating 100 days of
school)
Feb 8&9: Rural consultant, Liz Woods and experiential science educator Bob Sharp here
Feb 10: Rendezvous
Queen kick off (dinner at
the ball field, 4:30 and
later—grad fundraiser,
kids and adults prince
and princess costume
contest)

Dear Parents and Guardians,

3. Spend some extra time together before

By now you have likely heard about the
tragic school shooting that occurred last
Friday at a high school in La Loche, Saskatchewan. Our thoughts are with the
members of that community. We want to
assure you that the safety of your children,
our students, remains our top priority. We
take this responsibility seriously and will
continue to do everything we can to keep
students safe while at school.

bed, reading or playing quiet games, and
spend more time tucking them in. These activities are calming, and foster security.

All Yukon schools have a comprehensive
Violent Threat Risk Assessment plan in
place to help avoid tragedies such as these.
The plan is continually reviewed and extensive training occurs regularly on an annual
basis. This plan includes our partners at the
RCMP, Mental Health Services, Family and
Children’s Services, and Yukon College.

Feb 20: Pelly River Hockey Challenge weekend (+
Science Fair in Whitehorse)

There has been extensive news coverage
about this event (something that will likely
continue for a while). As we learn about
the details of this tragic event, we would
encourage you to spend some extra time
talking with your children, to help them
adjust and cope with the news (keeping in
mind their developmental level).

Feb 22&23: Educational
Psychologist visit

What Parents Can Do:

Feb 12: Bball tourney at
DVG (Carmacks and
Ross River)
Feb 15: Morning Bus
Pilot Begins!

Feb 24: Evening of Science and Art —> 6-7:30
pm at the school
Feb 26: Heritage Day (no
school)
March 1st: School
Growth Planning meeting, 4:00 pm
March 4: Movie night and
bake sale at DVG, 6:00
pm
March 4: elementary
report cards go home

2016

1. Tell your children you love them and
reassure them that they are safe. Give
plenty of hugs and cuddles. Make time for
them to talk about the event, with them
leading the conversation.

2. Limit your child’s television viewing of
these and other similar events in the future,
as it can cause confusion and anxiety. Be
mindful of having conversations about this
event around children.

4. To promote reassurance, maintain a
“normal” routine as much as possible. Have
children attend school and reassure them that
school is safe.

5. To reduce stress, make sure your child
gets enough sleep, nutrition, hydration and
exercise.

6. Be aware of normal responses to trauma.
Some children might have a hard time falling
asleep at night (allow them to have a night
light on, if requested) or concentrating on
homework. Others might feel overwhelmed.
Changes in behavior, appetite, and sleep
patterns could represent anxiety. These symptoms will likely ease with time and reassurance. Seek the help of a mental health professional if you are at all concerned with prolonged or severe reactions.
We have a variety of resources at DVG to help
students and families cope with traumatic
events. Teachers, myself, support staff, community RCMP, our visiting CATS counselor, etc.
all play an important role in helping students
recover from traumatic events like the La
Loche tragedy.
We are all deeply troubled by the event that
occurred in Saskatchewan. Yet, an event like
this provides us with the opportunity to remind our children and help them understand
that, as the caregivers in their lives, we will
continue to do everything we possibly can to
keep them safe.
Sincerely, Angela Magon, Principal
and Student Support Services

Pilot Program: Riding the DVG Morning Bus (service starts: Monday Feb 15)
The DVG morning bus has been discussed with parents and School Council and will proceed as a 3
month pilot project taking us to Friday May 13, 2016.
Please see the following page for a list of additional questions that have been asked and answered.
Thanks to all of you who contributed valuable feedback; it has been critical in ensuring that we begin
this pilot with a better plan and a sense of who will use the bus.
While we gear up to try running a morning bus, it is important to be patient with us while we iron out
the wrinkles. We may need to experiment with the stops a little and the pick up times are approximate. During the dark hours in the morning, we are recommending that students carry a flashlight
(especially in the beginning) to flag down the bus as it approaches the pick up area. We are not doing driveway pickups at all houses with children, as this would increase the length of time for students on the bus.
For now, look for the stars on the map above to know where the pick up locations are going to be—
at least until further notice.
Here are some tips to help make this a smoother start:


Please be out waiting for the bus early —> the bus won’t wait



Consider coordinating with other parents in your area so students cluster together for
pick up.



Know the temperature—the bus doesn’t run below –35 C (call the bus driver, the Principal
or a friend to check on the temperature if you don’t have internet)
The bus driver or Principal will initiate the phone tree if the bus isn’t able to run. Students
will have to find alternate ways to get to school in this situation.





Parents (or designate) may wish to wait with young children at the bus stop.
Explain to your child that the school bus is an extension of school—the same rules of
conduct and behavior apply. Students will be taught special bus rules at school.
W H A T ’ S UP D V G ?
( P A R E N T A N D S T U DE N T N E W SL E T T E R )

Pilot Morning Bus Program: Additional Questions Asked and Answered
1. What about safety?
—> Students are encouraged to carry flashlights to provide greater visibility during the dark months
and to help flag down the bus. Their parents should coach them on road safety. Students will not be
allowed to stand on the bus. They will also have to wear the seatbelts equipped on the bus. The bus
will drive with hazard lights on (flashers) to increase
people’s awareness of the school bus.
2. What about bus signs?
—> We may purchase bus stop signs as well. There are old ones from way back around the town,
but these aren’t the ones for the school (except for the stop on Douglass St.).
3. What happens if the bus isn’t going to run?
—> After the first week (by Feb 22), we will have a better idea of who exactly will be taking the bus
and whether we can do one or two drop offs at the school. At this point, the Principal will create a
phone tree for morning bus rider parents. If you are called because the bus is cancelled, you will be
asked to call the next person on the list to let them know as well. If that person isn’t home, call the
next on the list and then do your best to contact the parent who didn’t answer. We will try to group
the phone tree into geographical regions (upper and lower bench) to make this easier.
4. Why only a pilot program?
—> Running a bus is a new proposition that hasn’t happened after the mine was shut down. We are
running the bus to see if it will improve student attendance and lateness. We will be tracking the data. Only if we see attendance and lateness improvements will we consider running the bus next year.
This program will cost a lot of money and we need to be certain that it solves the problems we have.
5. Why just morning?
—> It comes down to cost, manpower and also feasibility. The first 2 are obvious. The last is more
complex. We have after school events/clubs/activities at DVG that many students participate in.
Some students also choose to go to the Rec Centre, the Library, the College or other students’
houses after school. An after school bus wouldn’t serve them. Also, parents are less time limited in
picking up their children after school. It also doesn’t matter as much if one child takes longer to walk
home, as there is no deadline like the start of school to consider.
6. Why will the bus run in warmer months? Why not just cold months?
—> One of the appealing factors about the bus for parents who drive their children to school in winter is that they won’t have to warm up their car. However, this was only part of our rationale for the
morning bus. We have lots of reasons for starting this pilot program. One of them is to give students
a way to consistently get to school on time (which they will if they make the bus). For many reasons,
some of our students are consistently late or have parents who struggle to get them to school at all.
7. What about field trips?
When we have to use the bus for field trips, we will give parents at least a week’s notice. The bus
will be unavailable on these days.
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We hosted a Family Literacy themed pancake
breakfast on Wednesday Jan 27th in honour of the
national celebration of family literacy. Thanks to
staff, students, and parents for coming out and
helping to make this event a success. This breakfast went off without a hitch and I owe it all to my
fantastic volunteers. Thanks to the following people
for all your hard work for this event:
Ted and Sally Baker
Julia Salo
Laurie Berglund
Roxine Cull
Colleen Slonski
Christine Ryan
Frank de Jong
Sandra Salt

February’s Virtue of the Month: Caring
Treat people with kindness and generosity.
Help people in need.
Be sensitive to people's feelings.
Never be mean or hurtful.
Think about how your actions will affect others.
Always remember - we become caring people by doing caring things!

Heart disease is the leading cause of death for men and women in Canada.
Every year, 1 in 4 deaths are caused by heart disease.The good news? Heart
disease can often be prevented when people make healthy choices and manage their health conditions.
Some simple changes that you might make:
 Use spices on your food instead of salt
 Walk to school/work one more time a week
 Be active every day—if only for 10 minutes
 Avoid processed food
 Cut back on the red meat—especially beef
 Have a vegetarian main meal at least twice a week
 Talk to your kids (aged 9 and up) about why smoking is bad—don’t just tell
them not to smoke
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School Councils
School councils provide a rewarding opportunity for Yukon people to get involved in the education
of their children.





Councils are a voice for parents and community members.
They work with students, teachers, administrators and the Department of Education to provide
high quality education.
They can have an impact on issues that go beyond their school.
Along with teachers and administrators, school councils are a key source of information and
support for parents who have questions about their children’s education.

All Yukon schools operated by Yukon Education have an elected school council made up of three to
seven members who are elected to 2 year terms. DVG has 5 elected members: Tina Freake
(Chair), Ted Baker (Secretary/Treasurer), Matt Went, Julia Salo, and Kristine Gossen
School councils reflect the value the Yukon government places on the participation of parents and
the public in the operation of the territory’s schools.
What school councils can do:
School councils can influence everything from school programming to discipline policies. They may








help with problem solving and decision making
review and approve school plans, the blueprints for the school’s activities and priorities
participate in the hiring of the school’s principal
make recommendations on how the school’s budget is spent
propose locally developed courses
ask for the evaluation of a teacher or principal
advise on the length of the school year, on staffing needs, on school renovations, on school programming and on student transportation

The words of the DVG Council (from Feb 2015):
We view ourselves as the go-between for the school and parents. An example of proper communication flow would look like this:
1. If a parent has an issue with the school (e.g. a teacher), they should first try to resolve the issue
with that teacher.
2. If the results are not satisfactory, then contact the principal.
3. If further conversation is necessary, contact a Council representative to be advised of next
steps.
4. We also highly encourage parental input at our Council meetings on matters under our jurisdiction; they are open to all (except for In Camera sessions, which are private).

DVG Science and Art Night
Parents and community members are invited to join us on February 24th from
6-7:30 for an evening of science and art demonstrations, presentations of learning, and fun from the Grade 1-10 classes. The grads will host a pizza concession.
Stay tuned for more information.
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